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Views of the Month 


Law Hampers Housing—Priest Resigns PHA 
PORTLAND, OREGON—Very Rev. Thomas J. Tobin resigned 

April 15 as a memberof the Portland Housing Authority. This 
action came after the state legislature passed a measure. requiring 
approval by referendum for any public housing or urban redevelop- 
ment project. (A similar bill, the Larson bill, is now before the 
Illinois state legislature.) Fr. Tobin said, “The trend in both legis- 
lation and appointments is making it practically impossible for the 
housing authority to carry out its statutory and moral obligations. 
- . . The need for housing for extremely low-income families con- 
tinues here, but recent developments are against carrying out the 
Church’s social teachings on this score.” 


Illinois Negroes Want Fair Employment Bill 
ICAGO, ILL.—Nineteen mass meetings on fair employment 
practices were sponsored throughout Illinois by the National 

Association for the Advancement of Colored People during Equal 

Job Opportunities Week. A bill for equal job opportunities is ex- 

pected to be introduced this month in the Illinois State Legislature. 

The National Association for the Advancement of Colored People 

and the Illinois Committee for Equal Job Opportunities (Ann Stull 

is their secretary) are devoted to the work of educating citizens, 
especially those in political power, to the need for this type of 
legislation. 


Mayor Kennelly Opposes Larson Bill 
“HICAGO, ILL.—Mayor Martin H. Kennelly has issued a state- 
ment opposing the Larson Bill which would require a city-wide 
vote on every proposed public housing project. ‘ 


N. Y. Giants Colored Players Segregate 


Not Cleveland Indians 
AN FRANCISCO, CALIF. (Afro-American)—The Cleveland 
Indians moved one step ahead of the New York Giants in the 
matter of race relations when the*two clubs arrived here on their 
annual spring exhibition tour of the West Coast. 

The Tribe moved lock, stock and barrel into the St. Francis 
hotel, one of the larger hostelries in the center of the city. 

New York’s main group was quartered in the swank Palace 
hotel in the downtown section, but the tan players of the squad 
were put up in separate housing. . 

Monte Irvin, Hank Thompson, Ray Noble, Ruben Gomez and 
Bill White stayed at the Olympic hotel, located about a half-mile 
from the Palace. : 

Secretary Eddie Brannick said that no objection to the col- 
ored players had been voiced by the Palace officials, but did not ex- 
plain why the squad had been divided. He told the AFRO the 
matter would be “resolved” next year. 

Cleveland was criticized.two years ago for maintaining sepa- 
‘rate quarters for the colored personnel at the Tucson, Ariz. Train- 
ing base. 

Since that time, the Indians have moved all their regulars 
under one roof in Tucson, and last year changed hotels in Chicago 
when the house at which the club formerly stayed refused to accept 
Larry Doby, Luke Easter, Harry Simpson, et al. 


Auto Insurance Firms to Omit Race Labels 
EWARK, N. J.—State Banking Commissioner Warren N. Gaff- 
ney has ordered thirteen companies still using a reference to 

race or color in automobile insurance coverage forms to cease that 

practice. There are 160 companies writing automobile liability in- 
surance in the State of New Jersey. The action has been acclaimed 
by Arthur Chapin, state civil rights director of the CIO. 


Grand Jury Denounces Klan—Does Not Indict 
IAMI, FLA.—‘the special Federal grand jury which was in ses- 
sion for a month investigating cases of violence returned its 
report without indictments. The report noted nineteen acts of 
violence in Florida in recent years. The Klan was severely de- 
nounced but not all acts of violence were attributed to it. 


Virginia's Mother of the Year Colored 
AYNESBORO, VA.—Mrs. Leah Sykes Young, a Negro, has 
been named Virginia’s candidate for the title of American 

Mother of 1953. Mrs. Sykes has fourteen children, most of whom 

finished college. Today six of them are teachers, one a nurse, one 

a librarian, and two are contractors. 


N. Y Knights of Pythias Opens Membership 
N. Y. Schoals Can't Accept Biased Funds 


LBANY, N. Y.—Two laws designed to improve race relations 

have been passed during this session of the Legislature. One 
of the new laws is an amendment to the incorporation charter of 
the Knights of Pythias which removes from the application for 
membership any question as to race, creed, color or national origin. 
Passage of this law was urged by the organization’s convention. 
The other law prohibits educational institutions of the state from 
accepting endowments or gifts of money or property which is pred- 
icated on the teaching of any doctrine of racial superiority. 

(Continued on Page 6) 
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WITHOUT INTERRACIAL JUSTICE SOCIAL JUSTICE WILL FAIL 


Ee 66 


10 Cents 


Families with at Least 4 Children Under 13 Pay for Home in Rent 


House Large Negro Families 


Private Builders 


By James Kulp 
T. LOUIS, MO.—(Special)— 
Thanks to a couple of Cath- 
olic businessmen here, slum fami- 
lies are moving from crowded 


city streets to the cleanness of 
the suburban countryside. 

Just about a year ago, two of 
the families of Negroes, the Mc- 
Intyres and the Orrs, together 


with their 14 children, took pos- 
session of comfortable bunga- 
lows in the De Porres subdivi- 
sion, a community of 52 homes 
picturesquely laid out in sweep- 
ing drives and rolling terraces. 
Even the name of the area in 
which the project is located, 
Breckenridge Hills, is suggestive 
of country living, and for both 
families it has meant just that— 


Mrs. Orr and Children in De Porres Subdivision 


fresh air and plenty of room. 
DEVELOPED BY CHARLES 
F. VATTEROT, a prominent 
St. Louis builder (his St. Ann’s 
Golf Course is the only private- 
ly-owned links in the metro- 
politan area with an integrated 
white and Negro membership), 
and Oliver L. Parks of St. Louis 
University’s Parks Aeronautical 
College. De Porres was designed 
for Negroes with large families. 
Newspaper ads specifically state™ 
that the homes are restricted 
to people “with four young chil- 
dren or more under 13 years of 
age.”’ The bungalows are of two 
and three bedrooms with bath, 
and feature gas heat, Youngs- 
town kitchens, asbestos siding, 
and stand on large lots com- 
pletely sodded and _ shrubbed. 
Priced at about $8,500 to $9,000, 
the down payment is $1,500, and 
each home is $1,000 cheaper 
than if sold to whites. Fifteen 
have been reserved for rental, 
and to qualify the head of the 
family must be making at least 
$60 a week in steady employ- 
ment. 
$18 Saved for Down Payment 
There’s an interesting feature 
to this rental, though, as in the 
case of*the Harold Orrs. Actu- 
ally, it’s only a theoretical rent- 
al, for out of the Orr’s payment 
of $65 a month, $18 is. held in 
a savings account; and at the 
end of three years this savings 
(Continued on Page 6) 


No Discrimination or Segregation in Church 
Orders New Orleans Archbishop Rummel 


EW ORLEANS, LA.—A pas- 
toral letter ‘on the theme: 
“Blessed Are the Peacemakers” 


was issued by the Most Rev. 
Joseph F. Rummel, Archbishop 
of New Orleans, to be read in 


‘all churches on Laetare Sunday, 


March 15. His Excellency dis- 
cussed “personal or individual 
peace ... a well ordered rela- 
tionship between the human 
mind and the human will” and 
their control over the senses, 
emotions and passions. He also 
discussed social and interna- 
tional peace. The message goes 
on, 

“Nor is peace achieved with- 
out sacrifice between individuals, 
between the members of the 
family, between larger groups of 
human society and between na- 
tions. In every instance there is 
need of self-restraint, self-con- 
trol, a balanced recognition of 
mutual rights and duties and 
not infrequently the surrender 
and exchange of certain rights 
and obligations for the common 
good. It is this element of sac- 
rifice which makes the attain- 
ment and maintenance of peace 
so difficult and so frequently 
causes peacemaking efforts to 
end in frustration and failure. 
Peace between groups and be- 
tween nations is the result of 
a delicate application and ad- 


justment of the principles of 
justice and of charity. 


“This adjustment and applica- 
tion not infrequently requires 
the intervention of a third or 
disinterested party, and thus we 
have the office of peacemaker. 
When our Divine Savior called 
peacemakers ‘blessed,’ He un- 
doubtedly had in mind not only 
the priceless gift of peace of 
which they become the instru- 
ments, but also the merit that 
is due to those whose wisdom, 
truth, and influence bring to 
recognition the virtues of justice 
and charity, which are the foun- 
dations of true peace.” 


Then His Excellency dis- 
cusses the role of Our Divine 
Savior as peacemaker and the 
desire to share the peace prom- 
ised to men of good will. The 
need of cultivating peace in each 
household was brought out. 
Then he goes on: 

“We can and should likewise 
function as peacemakers by liv- 
ing up to and promoting the 
principles of justice and charity 
in the office, in the shop, in the 
store, in the factory, in meeting 
places, and wherever we come in 
contact with our fellowmen. 
Kindness, courtesy, and a help- 
ing hand contribute much to- 
wards social peace, mutual un- 
derstanding, and happiness. 


“And now wwe call upon all the 
members of our beloved flock to 
exercise the role of peacemakers 
in our intercourse with those 
who may differ from us by char- 
acteristics of race, nationality, 
color of the skin, habits, or 
creed. In all we must respect the 
common bond that stems from 
the fatherhood of God and the 
brotherhood of man. We are all 
created to the image and like- 
ness of God, endowed with a 
spiritual nature, and called to 
participate in the eternal hap- 
piness of heaven. All were en- 
visioned in the mysteries of the 
Incarnation and the Redemp- 
tion; all are invited to partici- 
pate in the merits of Christ’s 
death upon the Cross and in the 
graces which that sacrifice made 
available. The obligations of 
justice and of Christ’s mandate 
of charity: ‘Love thy neighbor 
as thyself’’ provide for no excep- 
tions on the lines indicated; nor 
does His mission to the Apostles: 
‘Go, make disciples of all na- 
tions’ suggest any discrimina- 
tion. 

“In particular we are here 
concerned about our attitude 
towards our brethren of the Col- 
ored race. Much is today being 
spoken and written about the 
so-called problem of segregation 
as reflected in certain laws, 

(Continued on Page 6) 
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Southerners Protect Womanhood 


LETTER-WRITER to the 

Louisville (Ky.) Courier ob- 
jected recently to the local 
grand jury investigating obscene 
literature on the grounds that it 
might destroy the advertising 
business. We hope that the 
Louisville grand jury will con- 
tinue to hold the tradition of 
protecting the honor of woman- 
hood even against the exploita- 
tion of the advertising business. 
We hope they won’t specify 
“white” womanhood because the 
Negro press exploits its women 
just as the white press does its 
own. Southern white men who 
object to a colored man sitting 
beside a white woman on a 
streetcar would be wiser if they 
objected much more violently to 
some of the advertisements 
they would have to look at. It 
is much more degrading to the 
honor of white women. 

“To the pure all things are 
pure” is supposed to silence any- 
one who objects to this form of 
advertising. But let’s face the 
humiliating fact that we are all 
potential sinners whose eyes can 
offend us. And we prefer to 
pluck out the advertising rather 
than the eyes. A group of Young 
Christian Workers in New York 
managed to get an objectionable 
advertisement withdrawn by re- 
fusing to complete a purchase if 
the store carried that advertis- 
er’s line. They not only helped 
to promote a better attitude to 
womanhood but may have pre- 
vented a little of the corruption 
of other people. One of the silli- 
est examples of such advertising 
is the Bond advertisement in 


Congratulations 


Times Square which shows a gi- 
gantic naked man and woman 
advertising clothes. 
OMAN’S BEAUTY, it is 
true, is a great gift of God 
and should be enjoyed with 
reverence, not exploited. The 
difference betwen the pagan and 
the Christian attitude to women 
is indicated in two songs, both 
to someone named Sylvia. In one 
“Sylvia’s hair is like the night 


Filled with dancing starry 
beams. 

Such a face as drifts through 
dreams, 


Such is Sylvia to the sight. 

And the touch of Sylvia’s 

hand 

‘Is as light as milkweed down.” 

Shakespeare’s Sylvia is beau- 
tiful, too, but she gets a more 
Christian admiration. 

“Holy, fair and wise is she 

And heaven such grace doth 

lend her.” 

She has beauty not only of 

body but of soul. 

A priest who visited Ireland 
said he had seen no objection- 
able advertising there. The 
same is reported-in Europe. In 
addition, in Portugal are signs 
everywhere in honor of Our 
Lady of Fatima urging prayer, 
mortification and modesty. That 
is our Lady’s program for ap- 
peasing the wrath of God. De- 
cency in advertising would fit in 
with it very well. Let’s hope 
that the Louisville grand jury 
and other Americans will help 
straighten out American adver- 
tising by setting up sensible 
standards and seeing that they 
are upheld. 


to N.A.A.C.P. 


E WERE STAYING with colored friends in Mobile when the 
exciting news came out that 17-year-old Henry Lee Brown had 


For Unity, Not Racism, in Unions 


Clarence Mitchell, head of the 
Washington bureau of the Na- 
tional Association for ‘the Ad- 
vancement of Colored People, 
showed in a recent House hear- 
ing the keenness in sticking to 
principles in a complicated situa- 
tion which has made the NAACP 
such an effective organization. 
He appeared before the House 
Education and Labor Committee 
to urge an amendment to the 
Taft-Hartley Law which would 
make it an unfair labor practice 
for any employer to practice 
racial or religious discrimination 
against any union member, or 
member of a class or craft of 
employees represented by a un- 
ion in hiring, upgrading, pro- 
moting, tenure of employment, 
or terms and conditions of em- 
ployment. Labor unions also 
would be barred from discrimi- 
nating against or segregating 
any person eligible for member- 
ship in the union with respect 
to eligibility for membership, 
admission to or retention of 
membership, or any other term 


or condition of membership on 
account of race, religion, color 
or national origin. 

Mr. Mitchell told about exclu- 
sion of Negroes from unions as 
well as segregation within them. 
Rep. Gwinn said this was “a 
strong argument against the 
whole idea of the closed shop.” 
Rep. McConnell asked, “What is 
the position of the NAACP to 
the closed shop?” Mr. Mitchell 
answered, “The closed shop is 
acceptable as long as there is 
no closed union. . . . If individu- 
als refuse to join the union, you 
couldn’t justify saying that they 
are being discriminated against.” 

Mr. Mitchell named as unions 
which bar colored workers from 
membership the American Fed- 
eration of Government Employ- 
ees, the Boilermakers, the Book- 
binders, the Electrical Workers 
(AFL), Plumbers and Pipefit- 
ters, Roofer, Damp and Water- 
proof Workers, Stereotypers and 
Electrotypers, Typographical 
Workers and Wire Weavers. 

He said he had a report from 





been declared not guilty by a white jury of the killing of a white 
woman. The main evidence at his trial was a confession which the 
young man said he had signed after three days of brutality and 
questioning by police. The National Association for the Advance- 
ment of Colored People furnished Defense Attorneys John McGee 
and Jack Sprinkle. 

While being taken to Kilby State Prison the handcuffs were 
taken off him. His escort went to the car ahead. Young Brown 
decided they were gping to lynch him. So he got out of the car 
and ran, the sheriff’s men shooting at him as he side-stepped, 
swayed and zigzagged. He ran into the dense swamplands where 
he eluded officers for 29 hours. 

Defense attorneys pointed out that blond hair was found under 
the murdered woman’s fingernails. The murdered woman’s husband 
disappeared after the funeral and hasn’t been seen since. 
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Behold | Am With You All Days 


Ovr FIRST REACTION was that Henry Lee Brown’s release 
was a happy ending. People were calling each other up to 
spread the good news and it was at the top of everyone’s mind in 
the colored community. Later on we saw Mr. LaFlor of the 
N.A.A.C.P. and we realized that there is much yet to be done. The 
young man had stayed at Mr. LaFlor’s home and he was very 
nervous every time he saw a car full of white men, fearing they 
were out to find and lynch him. He can’t go back to Satsuma 
because if one person there believes him guilty his life is in danger. 
So he will have to leave home at 17 with very terrible memories. 
The actions of the sheriff’s police look very much like a scheme 
to kill the young man before his trial, where he might testify to 
their brutalities. Such techniques have taken the place of lynching 
by a mob and it is very difficult to prove the sheriff’s police at 
fault. One prisoner shot in this manner played dead until a crowd 
gathered and then told how his fellow prisoner had been shot. 

We now realize more clearly than ever the fine work the 
N.A.A.C.P. is doing in protecting the lives of the innocent in spite 
of danger and great obstacles. They keep their heads and apply 
legal methods to improve the lot of colored Americans and also 
uphold the honor of our country. 


Cardinal Spellman to Consecrate New Bishop 


AY ST. LOUIS, MISS.—The 
Consecration of the Most 
Reverend Joseph Oliver Bowers, 
Ss. V. D., J. C. L. Bishop-elect 
of Accra, Gold Coast, Africa, 
will take place on April 22 at 
the Church of Our Lady of the 
Gulf in Bay St. Louis of which 
the Rt. Rev. Monsignor Andrew 
Canon Gmelch is pastor. 
His Eminence, Francis Card- 
inal Spellman, D. D., Arch- 
bishop of New York will be Con- 


secrator. Their Excellencies, the 
Most Rev. Richard O. Gerow, 
S. T. D., Bishop of Natchez and 
the Most Rev. Adolph A, Noser, 
Ss. V. D., S&S. T. D., Vicar Apos- 
tolic of Alexishafen, New Guinea 
will be the co-Consecrators. 

The preacher will be His Ex- 
cellency, the Most Rev. Joseph 
F. Rummel, §. T. D.. Archbishop 
of New Orleans. The Rt. Rev. 
Monsignor Gustav J. Schultheiss 
will be Master of Ceremonies. 
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Leo Bohanon, executive secre- 
tary of the St. Louis Urban 
League, listing the Bricklayers 
and other uniofis in St. Louis as 
barring colored wofkers from 
membership. 

He charged that the Bricklay- 
ers had even sought to oust the 
CIO Steelworkers from the Na- 
tional Tube Company in Lorain, 
Ohio, because the Steelworkers 
insisted on the upgrading of col- 
ored World War II veterans to 
jobs as bricklayers apprentices, 


He said George Leighton, 
president of the Chicago branch 
of the NAACP, had reported 
that a suit is pending in the 
Federal District Court in Chi- 
cago involving the practice of 
barring colored persons from 
certain courses in Chicago pub- 
lic schools because the unions 
having jurisdiction over those 
trades did not want colored per- 
sons training. 


The defendant in that case is 
a Chicago local of the Wood, 
Wire and Metal Lathers. 


Objections to the NAACP 
stand for the closed shop if 
there were no closed _ uniéfis 
aroused opposition among some 
Negroes who have turned against 
all unions because of the bad 
practices of some. These people 
are not keen enough to see that 
the employees must bargain col- 
lectively if they are to obtain 
justice from their employers. 
They should work continually to 
improve the unions, not turn 
back to ineffective individualism. 


The South African Trades and 
Labor Council and the South 
African Federation of Trade Un- 
ions, have protested against ra- 
cial discrimination in their coun- 
try. They have practiced this 
evil in the past but they realize 
now that if non-whites are 
pushed back into slavery it will 
go hard with free workers. If 
any workers are oppressed it 
will be a menace to public wel- 
fare. 

All of us can help fight racial 
and religious discrimination in 
employment by writing to our 
Senators and Representatives in 
Washington to support the Pow- 
ell amendment to the Taft-Hart- 
ley Law. This amendment is 
given more fully in the first 
paragraph above. 

If you are a union member 
find out if your union has fair 
membership qualifications. If 
not, work to improve these. 

If you are an employer, hire 
fairly according to ability. 








Other major and minor officers 
of the Mass and ceremony will 
be members of the Society of the 
Divine Word of which the 
Bishop-elect is a member. 

The banquet for the clergy 
will follow the Consecration 
ceremony and will take place at 
St. Augustine’s Seminary in Bay 
St. Louis of which Bishop-elect 
Bowers is an alumnus. It is 
hoped that His Excellency, the 
Most Rev. William D. O’Brien, 
D. D., Auxiliary Bishop of Chi- 
cago and President of the Cath- 
olic Church Extension Society 
will be the toastmaster. (For a 
number of years, Bishop O’Brien 
has been ordaining prelate of 
the missionary priests of the So- 
ciety of the Divine Word or- 
dained in Techny, Ill.) Follow- 
ing the banquet, the newly-con- 
secrated Bishop will receive at a 
civic reception for the laity at 
4:30 P. M. in the parlors of the 
Seminary. His Excellency will 
remain in this country for a 
time, taking care of business 
relative to his See before return- 
ing to Africa. While in this 
country, his official residence is 
St. Augustine’s Seminary, Bay 
St. Louis, Mississippi. 
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" RA 6 8 MEL 
To Pray To Read+To Teach +10 Feed+ To Clothe+To Home 
Friendship House Staff Worker Life Explained 


What Is Friendship House? 

This will answer only a few basic 
questions about Friendship House. Its 
real aim is to acquaint our fellow Amer- 
icans with what is expected of F.H. staff 
workers. 

Friendship House began its effort for 
unity and justice among all of God’s 
people regardless of their race or color, 
when, in 1938, Baroness Catherine de 
Hueck (now Mrs. Eddie Doherty) opened 
the first house in Harlem in New York 
City. Since then other houses have 
opened in several cities, where for the 
love of God small groups of people are 
trying to build a world more pleasing to 
God.- 

Friendship House is more than a 
building found in a run-down section of 
an American city. Friendship House is 


a movement, It feels the supreme im- ° 


portance of such an effort, for as the 
late Cardinal Emmanuel Suhard put it: 
“The first apostolate, at the present 
cross-roads, is in the field of thought.” 

Friendship House is a Catholic lay 
apostolate. It is another of the groups 
of people who have joined together to 
help bring a renewal of the Christian 
spirit within some phase of human life. 
Thus there is the Christian Family 
Movement which is dedicated to making 
the family a place of Christ-like living. 
There are the Young Christian Workers 
who are devoted to Christianizing the 
work environment and life of men and 
women. There are the Young Christian 
Students who are striving to have our 
schools penetrated with the mind and 
heart of Christ. And, as a last example, 
there is the apostolate of the press which 
is devoted to having the printed work 
reflect Christian ideas and ideals. 

The following characteristics of 
Friendship House taken together will 


Kentucky Interracial Groups Grow 


distinguish it from any other apostolate 
group in the country. Friendship House 
is interested in the Christianization of 
the whole of society and is particularly 
working for interracial justice, since ra- 
cial prejudice, hatred, and discrimina- 
tion are such glaring evils here in the 
United States. It is the policy of Friend- 
ship House workers to live with the peo- 
ple they are trying to serve—interracial 
houses are established in areas where 
segregation or serious racial tension pre- 
vail. At the core of Friendship House 
are its staff workers who devote them- 
selves full time and without salary to 
the work of Friendship House. 

Friendship House exists to challenge 
the ideas and attitudes which lead to 
interracial injustice and violence, It 
promotes peace and justice by applying 
the social teachings of the Church. It 
demonstrates that the love and spirit of 
Jesus Christ do break down barriers and 
create and intensify human solidarity. 
Who runs Friendship House? 

The responsibility for Friendship 
House rests on the shoulders of Catho- 
lic laymen and women. That laymen 
and women should take such responsi- 
bility for Christ’s work on their shoul- 
ders is nothing new. Nor it is new that 


the Popes and Bishops should allow— .- 


even want and command—lay people to 
exercise responsibility for some of the 
Church’s work. The sad fact is that too 
many laymen for too long have failed 
to measure up to their job. 

In our days the calls to action given 
to the laity have come with great fre- 
quency and insistence from the Holy Fa- 
ther. All of them have been calls to 
communicate the love of God to all areas 
of human life. This is the first meaning 
of the work of Friendship House. 

In making this our basic purpose we 


are living up to what Cardinal Suhard 
has said: “The action of the Christian 
- .. is essentially a Divine work. It is 
the charity of God communicating itself 
to the world through. Christ and His 
Church. To be an apostle is therefore 
to open oneself to the gift of God in 
order to be able... to communicate it 
to the world.” 

Must a Friendship House staff worker 
be a Catholic? 

The daily community life of Friend- 
ship House makes it necessary that one 
be a Catholic in order to become a full- 
time staff worker. This does not mean 
that the progress of Friendship House is 
for Catholics only. Friendship House 
encourages the participation of all per- 
sons of good will as volunteer workers 
in its activities, and cooperates actively 
with Catholic and other religious or 
civic groups working in the field of hu- 
man relations and social justice. 


Is Friendship House directly concerned 
with the spiritual growth of the staff 
workers? 

“One cannot give what one does not 
have.” Therefore it is fundamental that 
staff workers, in trying to bring the 
spirit of Christ to the relations between 
Negroes and whites, must constantly 
strive to come closer to Jesus Christ. 

Pius XI said: “Every lasting reform 
has ultimately sprung from the sanctity 
of men who were driven by the love of 
God and of men.” 

The life and work of a F.H. staff 
worker should be the expression of his 
love for Christ. This love of Christ is 
sustained and deepened by daily prayer 
and meditation, the daily offering of 
Mass, spiritual reading, and spiritual di- 
rection. 

The staff worker has the opportunity 


to receive Holy Communion every day. 
Clearly as Father Wendell, O.P., ex- 
plains: “The lay apostle needs spiritual 
food and stamina.” And with Father 
Wendell we ask: ‘What better way to 
obtain it than by partaking of the Bread 
of Life, every day if possible?” 

Is Friendship House like a religious 
community? 


Friendship House is not a community 
of Religious. For we are and want to 
remain lay people. 

But Friendship House is a religious 
community, a community living our re- 
ligion together. Members of the staff do 
live a family life—eating together, pray- 
ing together, working together. Each 
staff worker is committed to caring for 
the family life, persevering in Charity, 
and sacrificing for the common good. 

The corporate, public prayer of the 
Church is part of the daily life of the 
House. Together the staff praise God, 
through Prime in the morning and Com- 
pline at night. 

Is the staff worker’s life a vocation? 

Cardinal Spellman has said that “vo- 
cations are not for the few but for the 
many.” 

Father William O’Connor in writing 
of the laymen’s call explains that “every 
Catholic has a special work to do for 
God, has a vocation to extend the King- 
dom of God in his own world.” 

Staff workers accept the life of Friend- 
ship House as a work done for God, as 
a vocation. They come to Friendship 
House because God wants them there. 
They come to stay as long as He wants. 
There is a kind of dedication necessary, 
an earnestness in doing God’s will, a 
resolve to persevere. 

The dedication to the work as God’s 
work is accomplished without relinquish- 
ing the right to move somewhere else, 
to undertake some other work, to be 
married or to become a religious. It 
means that what is taken up for God is 

(Continued on Page 8) 
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Benedictines at St. Maur’s 
T ST. MAUR’S PRIORY in 
South Union, Kentucky, 


By Mabel G. Knight 

EOPLE WHO HELPED 

Friendship House get start- 
ed in the United States, as well 
as interracial groups of all 
kinds—discussion clubs, monas- 
teries, hospitals, and apostolates 
—were our objectives in a quick 
bus trip to Loveland, Ohio; Lou- 
isville, South Union, and Geth- 
semane in Kentucky; Nashville, 
Tennessee; Tuscaloosa, Marbury, 
Montgomery, Mobile in Alabama, 
and Pensacola, Florida, .Ann 
Stull, director of Chicago Friend- 
ship House, and I got a great 
deal of inspiration as well as 
southern hospitality out of the 
trip. 

They Train Valiant Women 
THE GRAIL in Loveland, Ohio, 

was our first objective. In 
the little town church we heard 
Mass sung beautifully by the 
girls on the feast of St. Bene- 
dict. Oriental as well as colored 
girls were in the group. We re- 
ceived a grand welcome from 
Jane O’Donnell who was one of 
the first staffworkers at Harlem 
Friendship House. She befriend- 
ed us when she was in charge 
of Maryfarm near our Blessed 
Martin Farm in Montgomery, 
New York. 

Beautiful weaving and relig- 
ious art were being produced 
there. Some of the girls were 


‘gawing wood with a power saw. 


In the kitchen a big batch of 
cookies was being made. A Ca- 
nadian girl was putting new 
calves out to pasture. The little 
animals were leaping around, de- 


lighted to be out in the sun. We 
met a girl from Gabriel House 
in Cincinnati. The girls sta- 
tioned there take care of fami- 
lies while the mothers are in 
the hospital. The Grail trains 
them for this work. This girl 
had taken care of Jim and Belle 
Bates Mullin’s family in New 
Jersey a year or so ago, making 
Belle the envy of her friends 
who found it next to impossible 
to obtain someone for such serv- 
ice. 

Group at Nazareth College 
LOUISVILLE CAME NEXT, 

where we stayed with Jean 
Hess and Marie Faust, who has 
helped Friendship House so 
much in Chicago, New York, and 
Marathon, when we had the 
summer school there. At an in- 
terracial discussion club we met 
some very interesting people. 
The group is a new one, and 
Nazareth College invited them to 
meet at the college. There are 
now 80 colored students there. 

Mr. and Mrs. James Donohue 
had been members of the New- 
man Club at Columbia Univer- 
sity, which paid the rent for 
the originial Harlem Friendship 
House, their “Harlem project” 
as they called it. They now have 
five children. Jim has his law 
degree and Mrs. Donohue has 
almost attained hers, Jim said 
“Catherine de Hueck Doherty is 
a great woman. She made us 
realize what the love of the 
Lord me2nt.” Sister Clara Fran- 
ces and Sister Mary Ransom and 





Fr. Alexander, O.S.B., Founder of St. Maur’s Priory, with some 


of the community. 


the other sisters, as well as Miss 
Caniple, a teacher at the college, 
made us feel most welcome. Gene 
Huffin who came to our sum- 
mer school last year at Childer- 
ley, is one of the members of 
the group. Many of the people 
there have gone to other mem- 
bers’ houses for dinner, thus 
breaking down the color bar as 
well as having an enjoyable 
time, 

Much can be done in Louis- 
ville. City buses aren’t segre- 
gated but the Greyhound termi- 
nal and the schools are. Mon- 
signor Pitt has tried to get the 
Day ‘Law repealed so that at 
least Catholic schools may inte- 
grate students at all levels, not 
merely on the college and gradu- 
ate level. It is difficult for a 


Negro to get a white-collar job 
except at the post office, Even 
there, upgrading is not carried 
out fairly. There are in Louis- 
ville “slave corners” where men 
stand all day hoping to be hired. 
Negroes live all over the city, 
however, but usually they live 
on a certain street in each dis- 
trict. 

On our way back through 
Louisville the following Sunday 
we attended a liturgical meet- 
ing in a home. This also was 
interracial. We discussed the 
Palm Sunday liturgy and sang 
Compline together. * 

At Fort Knox we didn’t get 
to see the gold supply. In our 
financial condition that might 
have looked suspicious. But we 
did hear that integration is 
working amnOnnay at all levels. 


aes ae ere 


‘Fathers Wendell, Alexander and 


Harvey Shepherd gave us a real 
Benedictine welcome. One of the 
brothers had sold the Catholic 
Interracialist at Macy’s. Ann and 
I had a four-room guest house 
all to ourselves. In the sturdy 
old Shaker buildings an interra- 
cial group of monks and broth- 
ers were worshipping God in the 
beautiful Benedictine manner and 
working and studying. Most of 
the neighbors are not Catholic 
but they accepted the Benedict- 
ines as soon as they found they 
were not going to be forced to 
join the Catholic Church. Priests 
in some of the neighboring par- 
ishes have preached on interra- 
cial justice. The prayers and 
example of these Benedictines 
are a powerful force for more 
brotherly love in our country. 


Roy Carriare, a seminarian, 
and Fr. Harvey gave us a lift 
to Nashville. We stopped at the 
Josephite parish where Mary St. 
Onge started her Maryhill Cen- 
ter before she became so ill. We 
had a pleasant visit with Fr. 
Dunn from New Orleans who 
was substituting for Fr. O’Shea. 
Then we went to Fisk Univer- 
sity and had a short talk with 
Mr. Arna Bontemps, the famous 
Negro poet who is now librarian 
at Fisk. He is from Louisiana, 
as are also Fr. Harvey Shepherd 
and Mr. Carriare. Mr. Bontemps 
mentioned, a book which we 
would like to own, “The Negro 
in Louisiana,” by Mr. Rousseve. 


(To be continued) 
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Rights Bill Passes Oregon House 
BLESSED MARTIN FRIENDSHIP HOUSE 


3310 N. Williams Avenue 
“NCALVATION IS ESSEN- 

TIALLY SOCIAL.” This 
statement by Dom Columba 
Cary-Elwes, O. S. B., in his book 
“Law, Liberty and Love,” was 
the theme of our retreat this 
year given by Father Luke 
Eberle, O. S. B., Novice Master 
at Mount Angel Abbey. Again, 
as last year, we were welcomed 
by the hospitatle monks “as 
Christ himself.” Father Luke 
first gave us a review of the his- 
tory of our western culture and 
an analysis of the resulting so- 
cial problems which confront us 
today—the result of the over- 
throw of true law, true liberty 
and love. Then he presented the 
solution by applying the Holy 
Rule of Saint Benedict to the 
work of the lay apostolate. In 
his prologue, Saint Benedict 
urges us to “incline the ear of 
our hearts to the precepts of our 
Master” and explains how by 
disobedience man separated him- 
self from God and his fellow- 
men, so by the “labor of obedi- 
ence” we may return to unity in 
Him. He stresses the necessity 
of a strong faith and using the 
Gospels for our guide as pre- 
requisites of our good works. 
Filial fear of the Lord plus a 
humility that acknowledges our 
role as one of “magnifying the 
Lord working in us” will enable 
us to “fight under holy obedi- 
ence” and “to run on the way of 
God’s commandments.” 


Lay Groups Speak at Portland U. 
ECENTLY REPRESENTA- 
TIVES FROM Friendship 

House, House of Hospitality, 

Christian Family Movement, 

Young Christian Worker, Young 

Christian Student and the Loy- 

ola Retreat Movement were in- 

vited by the faculty of the Uni- 
versity of Portland to talk to 
the students of the religion 
classes. We were happy to have 
this opportunity to explain the 
work of these lay apostolate 
groups in Portland and grateful 
to the Holy Cross Fathers for 
their interest in applied Chris- 
tianity—here and now. 
Pat and John to Wed 
UR DEAR FRIENDS and fel- 
low apostles, Pat Delehanty, 
formerly of Friendship House 
and John Little, erstwhile Direc- 
tor of the Blanchet House of 





House, 


Want St. Joseph's Fur Coat? 


The staff of the Catholic Inter- 
racialist made a novena to St. 
Joseph to pay our bills, amountin 
to over $500. The eighth day o 
the novena along comes a beauti- 
ful marmink coat as a gift to the 
editor in thanks to St. Joseph from 
a lady whose nephew was cured of 
an illness. Doesn’t that look as if 
the silent saint intended it to help 
. pay our bills? 


Portland 12, Oregon 


Hospitality are being married at 
a solemn high nuptial Mass May 
2nd at Holy Rosary Church with 
Father Donnelly, O. P. as the 
celebrant and Fathers Bernard, 
O. S. B. and Kennard as his as- 
sistants. These three priests 
have been most actively inter- 
ested in the lay apostolate in 
Portland and have been a con- 
stant source of encouragement 
to us. Pat and John have in- 
vited all of their friends to joi 
in singing the Mass, which will 
be followed by a breakfast re- 
ception at Holy Rosary Hall im- 
mediately following. 
Mothers’ Club Silver Tea 
HE MEMBERS OF THE 
MOTHERS’ CLUB of Friend- 
ship House gave a silver tea for 
the benefit of the children’s 
clubroom Sunday. We’re so 
grateful to them for their inter- 
est and help. During the tea, the 
guests were entertained by piano 
selections by Miss Olga Plummer 
who is majoring in music at 
Portland University and by vo- 
cal numbers sung by Mrs. War- 
ren Robinson and Mr. John Mc- 
Cullough of the Lewis and Clark 
College Glee Club, both accom- 
panied by Miss Dolores Harris. 
Beautiful variegated camellias 
donated by the manager of the 
Camellia Nursery which is lo- 
cated across the street from us, 
transformed the clubroom into a 
veritable spring garden. 
Civil. Rights Bill Passes House 
The Civil Rights Bill passed 
the House of the Oregon legisla- 
ture 49 to 11. Much credit is due 
to Mark Harfield, chairman of 
the Oregon Committee for Equal 
Rights, George Layman, and 
Maurine Neuberger for their ef- 
forts. The opposition resorted 
to all sorts of spurious argu- 
ments. An example of this is 
the statement by one hotel op- 
erator to the effect that Port- 
land hotels do not now discrim- 
inate against Negroes, and 
pleaded that the bill would work 
a hardship on them because they 
could be hailed into court to de- 
fend themselves against charges 
of discrimination whether or not 
they were well-founded. I do not 
know which hotel he represents, 
but I do know Negroes who have 
been refused accommodations in 
several of the hotels in this city. 
By Ellen Rehkopf 


Se: 


Pat Delehanty (center) with visitors at Portland Friendship 


The fur buyer in the store next 
door says, “It is a marmink coat, 
size 16 in excellent condition. It 
cost about $225 when new but you 
ought to get about $80 for it.” 

Need a new coat for $80? Or 
know anyone else who does? You 
can see the coat at the Catholic 
Interracialist office, 4233 S, Indiana 
Ave., Chicago, Ill, 





ST. PETER CLAVER CENTER 
814 7th Street, S.W. WASHINGTON 4, D. C. 


Dear Friend in Christ, 

Again we are in need and again we confidently turn to 
you to fulfill our need. It is only through its friends that the 
Center, one of the four Friendship Houses in the United States, 
has been able to carry on here in Washington for the past 
four years. 

We beg for ourselves, but we beg primarily for others. 
PROMPTED BY CHRIST’S CHARITY WE TRY TO FUL- 
FILL THE MATERIAL NEEDS OF THE POOR WHO ARE 
CONSTANTLY AT OUR DOOR FOR FOOD, FOR CLOTH- 
ING, FOR SHELTER. Twice recently we gave out substan- 
tial sums of money when there was no assurance we would 
have enough for the following week’s expenses. Once it was 
to kelp a father and mother and six children move from one 
dingy room into another dwelling where they have two bed- 
rooms and the use of a living room and kitchen. On another 
occasion it was to pay the rent of a family who, after trying 
all available sources of public and private welfare, were still 
to be evicted the next morning. 

BUT WE ARE ALSO ENGAGED IN THE WORK FOR 
CHRIST’S JUSTICE. We believe it is the duty of all Chris- 
tians to labor to bring about a condition of justice wherein 
more men can provide for their own needs. We believe that 
all Christians should work, for example, against racial preju- 
dice which results in grave social injustice and often destitu- 
tion for Negroes. Our friends know that we at Friendship 
House consider work for interracial justice as our special task. 

AT THIS WRITING WE HAVE $11.57 IN THE BANK. 
We beg you, on the anniversary of that glorious day when 
the SON OF GOD CAME INTO THE WORLD TO BRING 
PEACE TO MAN, to help our efforts to make Christianity a 
living force in the world—to send us $1, $5, $10, $50, $100, 
whatever you can, so that we will be able to carry on our 
work and have something to give to the poor in the months 
to come. We have numerous creditors who must be near the 
limit of their patience. We owe $400 back payments on our, 
building, $325 on our furnace, $127 to a fuel company, $64.50 
for electrical repairs, and a multitude of smaller bills. Our 
debts add up to several thousands. 

We make one further request of you. Before deciding if 
or how much you can afford to contribute, please pray to the 
Holy Spirit, the Spouse of Our Lady, to guide you to make 
a good decision. We are placing the results of this, our An- 
nunciation appeal, in Our Lady’s hands. 

Yours in Christ and Our Lady, 
James Guinan for the Staff of St. Peter Claver Center 
814 7th St., S.W., Washington 4, D. C. 





Racism Rife in D.C. Hospitals 


ST. PETER CLAVER CENTER 


814 Tth St., S.W. 


A REQUEST FROM A MARY- 
LAND friend who is doing 

a wonderful job debating the 
problems of prejudice with his 
neighbors in the local newspa- 
pers prompted us to look into 
discriminatory practices in hos- 
pitals here in Washington. 

Segregation and discrimina- 
tion against Negro Americans in 
the nation’s capitol is common- 
place. It is present in practical- 
ly every phase of life from the 
maternity ward to the cemetery 
lot. 

Psychiatric Wards Better 

Yet from our brief survey we 
learned some shocking facts, In 
the psychiatric wards of the 
tax-supported hospital for the 
poor, Negroes and whites live 
together, are treated together. 
Throughout the rest of the hos- 
pital a careful racial segrega- 
tion is maintained. We thought 
long and hard over that one. 

Faith in Science 

Sickness to the layman is an 
area of mystery. He usually 
stands docile and child-like be- 
fore it. His awe and blind ac- 
ceptance of science and what- 
ever is done in its name makes 
the faith of any but the great 


Washington 4, D. C. 


saints of Christendom look weak 
in comparison. 

That scientific institutions 
should dishonestly cater to the 
superstitions and irrationalities 
of the untutored is sad indeed. 
That the servants of t af- 
flicted, the dispensers of mercy, 
should practice racial injustice 
is shocking to the extreme. 

Hospitals in Washington will 
not permit Negro physicians 
status. They cannot serve on 
the staff nor are they allowed 
to visit their patients if they 
have been hospitalized (with 
three exceptions, the new Sev- 
enth Day Adventist Hospital 
and, of course, Freedman’s, the 
local “‘Negro” hospital, and the 
municipal hospital). 

Three hospitals here refuse to 
admit Negro patients altogether. 
The others maintain segregated 
sections for them, usually lo- 
cated in the basement. (George 
Washington University Hospital 
does not segregate.) 

There are approximately 250 
Negro doctors practicifig in the 
District. Freedman’s has 300 
beds (excluding facilities for the 
treatment of tuberculosis). Very 
often sick persons being treated 
by Negro physicians must 
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FH Friends Put Ideas t 
NATIONAL OFFICE OF FF 


4233 S. Indiana Ave. 
HEN THE INTERVIEWER 
in a recent “Meet the Peo- 

ple” program at Fargo, North 
Dakota, put the question to me, 
“What is Friendship House?” 
I, as I had so often before when 
faced with the same situation, 
found myself fumbling for the 
right combination of words to 
describe the pattern of Chris- 
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switch to a white doctor if they 
need to be hospitalized since 
Freedman’s is always  over- 
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IENDSHIP HOUSES 


ut Ideas to Work 
OFFICE OF FRIENDSHIP HOUSE 
Ave. Chicago 15, Ill. 


RVIEWER “tian living we try to practice at 
‘t the Peo- Friendship House. In my mind, 
rgo, North the picture was there, crystal 
tion to me, clear. But the words would not 
» House?” come. I might have said, “it is 
efore when a settlement house” or “it is an 
- situation, interracial center,” or to gen- 
ig for the , eralize, “it is a part of the lay 

words to apostolate.” 

of Chris- But that was not exactly it. 


AUUUDOOUEUNGASUSUNOADONOOOVOCEOOCCOONUUOCOOOAUOUEUOOEOOCEOOEDOOEEO ELS 
jummer vacation yet? 


-RIENDSHIP HOUSE 
SCHOOL 





Blessed’ Martin Farm, Montgomery, N. 
Y., site of two summer school sessions, 
August 9-16 and August 23-30. 


' A VACATION where you... 


ation that is really re-creation 
TS on discrimination from experienced 


you can DO for interracial justice 
. in daily Mass, Prime, and Compline 
N FARM, Montgomery, N. Y. August 9-16; 


ms and further information, write Mary 
1ip House, Box 16, Lincolnton Station, New 


FARM, Burnley, Va. July 19-25; August 


ns and further information, write Virginia 
eter Claver Center, 814 7th St. SW, Wash- 


RM, Prairie View, Ill. August 9-16 
ms and further information, write Mary 
hip House, 4233 S. Indiana Av., Chicago 


week faccording to ability to pay) in- 
ym, meals. A few free scholarships are 
for details. * 

TT 


or if they ‘opening of the heretofore all- 
white membership of the Dis- 


ed since ; 

trict Medical Association to all 
yS  over- i a 

qualified physicians. 

The staff and volunteers of 

1. Open: St. Peter Claver Center plan to 
BRIGHT make a more complete survey of 
‘erwise the plight of the Negro in Wash- 
he recent ington’s hospitals. 





For these words could be futile 
and empty, placed against the 
chaotic reality and the heart- 
warming, orderly confusion that 
is life and living in Friendship 
House, a Christian center, a 
leaven to induce and heighten 
in the hearts and souls of men 


the spirit of Christ’s love and 
His justice. 
Hard to Explain 

T THAT MOMENT, I wished 

myself back on Indiana Av- 
enue. To find a home for an 
evicted family, to work for the 

(Continued on Page 8) 


Congregation Joins in Easter Vigil 
CHICAGO FRIENDSHIP HOUSE 
4233 S. Indiana Avenue 
Chicago 15, Ill. 


wy HIS IS THE NIGHT which 

at this time throughout 
the world restores to grace and 
unites in sanctity those that be- 
lieve in Christ, and are sepa- 
rated from the vices of the 
world and the darkness of sin- 
ners.” (From the Blessing of 
the Candle, Easter Vigil Ser- 
vice. ) 

Climaxing Lent and Holy 
Week, Easter was heralded at 
many Chicago churches with 
the Easter Vigil Service and 
Midnight Mass. Many of us, 
staff and volunteers, attended 
the services at nearby St. An- 
selm’s Church, where our good 
friend Fr. Luis, S.V.D., is pas- 
tor. 

It was a tremendously moving 
experience. The extraordinarily 
beautiful prayers of the Bless- 
ing of the Paschal Candle— 
which for so many years were 
heard by a handful of people 
who came to the Holy Satur- 
day morning service—took on 
new meaning and richness in 
a church packed with people, 
who also answered the respon- 
ses throughout the service. The 
significance of the candle was 
impressed upon us as we each 
lighted a candle from that of 
our neighbor, and passed the 
light on to the person next to 
us. 

And the crowded church re- 
sounding to the hundreds of 
voices renewing baptismal vows! 
It brought to mind St. Jerome’s 
description of the “thunder roll” 
of voices saying ‘“Amen”’ to rat- 
ify the Canon of the Mass. And 
it made us more eager than ever 
for the day when such partici- 
pation by the congregation is 
the rule, rather than the ex- 
ception, at every Mass and 
service, 

Most of us, I think, have al- 
ways harbored some doubts as 
to whether that day could ever 
come, This Easter Vigil Serv- 
ice should answer that question. 
It was almost unbelievable the 
way the congregation gave the 
responses—both Latin and Eng- 
lish—without any practice or 
experience. 

Fr. Dennis Geaney, O.S.A., in 
an article in last month’s 
CATHOLIC INTERRACIALIST, 
suggested practical ways we 
lay people can hasten the day 
when we have the “active par- 
ticipation” in the liturgy the 
Popes have urged for years on 
end. Attending the Easter Vi- 
gil Service should inspire us to 
work hard at that. 

Fr. Geaney at Day of 
Recollection 
GPEAKING OF Father Geaney, 
he not only wrote an article 
for us last month, but he also 
gave the staff and volunteers 


a Day of Recollection April 19. 
You have no doubt read Father’s 
articles in many different per- 
iodicals so we don’t need to tell 
you how wonderful the day was. 

We would like to invite any 
of our readers who want to join 
us in these Days of Recollec- 
tion, which are held every third 
month on the Third Sunday of 
the month. The next one is ten- 
tatively set for July 19. Call or 
write Friendship House a week 
or two before for details. We'd 
be glad to have you and your 
friends join us. 

Friday Night Discussions 

at Russ’s 

ON APRIL 24 a discussion 
series on problems of our 

times and ways to effect changes 
started.. Every other Friday 
(the next meeting will be May 
8) we will have a session. The 
series is an outgrowth of Fr. 
Daniel Cantwell’s talk in April 
on “Social Action and Basic 
Needs.” 

We are using the same tech- 
nique as used at a series last 
year: two or three people take 
turns leading the discussion. (It 
is an opportunity to practice 
talking before a group, too.) 
The discussions are held at Russ 
Marshall’s, 4409 S. Drexel, at 
8 p.m. Everybody is welcome. 

Study at Childerley 
THE STAFF HAD a Study 

Week at Childerley in April, 
reviewing the work that has 
been done ... learning some 
new facts on the problems we 
work with... evaluating ... 
planning. No startlingly new 
ideas evolved, but we hope we 
have all deepened our under- 
standing of our work and our 
dedication to it. 

Our volunteers will have their 
turn at studying and staying 
at Childerley (always a joy) 
next month, They are planning 
a Study Weekend for June 19- 
20-21. 

Thanks, Visiting Volunteers! 
HAT WOULD WE DO with- 
out the Visiting Volunteers 

—those lovely people who give 
vacation time to work at Friend- 
ship House and when they leave, 
carry the work for interracial 
justice into their homes, offices, 
schools, communities. Normi 
Ketchmark and Larene Graf, 
both from South Bend, Ind., and 
Dolores Myers, from Bellevue, 
Ky., are still with us. Dolores 
again took on cooking for the 
staff during the Study Week, as 
she had done for the Retreat 
earlier, 

Last month we also had Joan 
Toben, a student at Michigan 
State College, East Lansing, 
Mich., who spent her. spring 
vacation with us. Our heartfelt 
thanks to all of them! 

Mary Dolan 


People Come to Visit and Help 
FRIENDSHIP HOUSE OF HARLEM 

34 W. (35th St., Box 16 

New York 37, New York 


ALLELUIAS seep through the 

air these days of the Easter 
season, background to labelling 
the begging letter, running a 
mimeograph, typing: we have 
been so blessed with the liturgy 
of Lent and Holy Week and now 
the weeks after Easter. The 
Volunteer meeting during Holy 
Week was spent at Tenebrae 
services; now Evelyn Davis has 
us practicing to sing the Mass 
at the Day of Recollection. The 
choir lacks something since 
Klaus Summer went back to 
Germany, but it has grown in 
numbers and promises to be- 
come, not perhaps the refined 
set of voices singing as one, but 
a better and better organ. 


Many Good Things 
P’ATHER QUINN FROM NEW 
ROCHELLE college, where 
he is chaplain and teacher, gave 
us a fine talk on the liturgy of 
Holy Week and plans to give a 
day of Recollection. The influ- 


ence of people like him and Don- 
ald Attwater and the many oth- 
ers whose ideas we hear is a 
very positive thing and helps to 
balance and orient us. Another 
species of good things is the 
parties that have rashed since 
Lent. So far there have been 
Al Mahoney’s and Jose Bala- 
guer’s and others of. an im- 
promptu sort. It is good that 
the Church plans Lents which 
make the Easter seasons stand 
out for an interrelation of spir- 
itual and corporeal reasons. 


Visitors have marked Easter 
in a special way also. Peter 
Morrell, once a visiting vol and 
now a frater in the Franciscans, 
came on Easter Sunday. And 
Dottie Ellis, of the Staff, since 
she didn’t have the expected 
operation, came from the hos- 
pital to spend the day with us, 
It was so nice to have her. 
Tony’s mother also spent some 
time about the house during 
Easter. She’s the only Mother 
of a volunteer at F.H. besides 
Mrs. Thilman we've had to stay 
a while with us. 

Help with the Children 

UFUS DEAN, of Detroit, 

spent a good bit of time re- 
placing the fellows on the staff 
in the week following Easter: a 
group of Vols and Ed Conroy 
had gone to the Farm to check 
over for the summer, and Bud 
was in Ohio. So Rufus took care 
of the clothing room, made sand- 
wiches aplenty and looked in on 
the little boys’ meeting on Mon- 
day night. The boys have twice 
a week to meet now; Ed and 
Kenneth Boyd get out the box- 
ing gloves or help the boys make 
things (some ask to paint) and 
generally get to know them, The 


clubroom gets quite crowded 
both then and in the afternoon 
when Pat, Townley and cohort 
meet the older girls. It is a nice 
thing that the children have the 
clubroom to think of as their 
own particular spot to get to- 
gether. 


Townley and Alice Exchange 
Townley is to go.to Chicago 
at the end of April to replace 
Alice Collins, who is returning 
to New York. It’s been a long 
time and we'll be so glad to-have 
her back. She may not recog- 
nize her old typewriter. We've 
gotten lots of use out of it. 


Mrs. McTernan Dies 
ASTER, SPRING, the mys- 
tery of the rebirth of grow- 

ing things after the death-seem- 
ing sleep of winter: all of these 
are so well a part of the Resur- 
rection. And, on a deeper note 
still, the mystery of death -is 
glorified at this season by the 
presence of the Resurrection of 
Christ and therefore of all Chris- 
tians. We are sorry with Father 
Fred McTernan at the death of 
his mother, a most generous 
friend of the workers of Friend- 
ship House. But the reality of 
her new life proves the psalm 
that “love is stronger than 


death.” Our ex-staff member, 
Mar’y Lou Hennessey, now direc- 
tor of the Portland house, has 
the bad news that her father is 
seriously ill, and she wrote that 
she has to go home for an in- 
definite period. God is shoving 
Mary Lou around. She could use 
some prayers to sustain her. 
WE HAVE RECEIVED the 

gift of several new books in 
the library, and Audrey is at 
work making the library more 
useful and attractive, weeding 
out books that are less good, 
and dressing up the good ones. 
She was exultant this week at 
the receipt of a book that’s trav- 
eled to Tokyo and other points 
during the two years it’s been 
off the shelf. 


Beautiful Begging Letter 


We are glad about the beauty 
of our “begging letter” this year 
and thank Elio Gasperetti for 
the work he did on it. It is nice 
that the people who are so good 
as to support our work can have 
the pleasure of an attractive re- 
quest. This is a by-the-way of 
thanking them in advance for 
their charity. If it were not that 
all the operations of charity and 
grace are shared in a mysterious 
manner by Christians, we might 
be jealous of these good friends 
who find that “it is more blessed 
to give than to receive.” 

By Mary Ryan 


Come and Help at BI. Martin's Farm! 


Have fun and at the same 
time serve Christ our Lord by 
cooking, doing dishes, helping 
in the garden, washing, cleaning 
or taking care of children from 
Harlem Friendship House. You 
will get room and board at beau- 
tiful Bl]. Martin’s Farm in Mont- 
gomery, N. Y. (just west of 
Newburgh). Besides that, you'll 
lay up a reward in Heaven. Here 
is the farm schedule. Pick out 
the time you’d like to come and 
write to Mary Ryan, 34 W. 135th 
St., New York 37, N, Y. 


a 


JUNE 27th - JULY 5th — Boys’ 
Camp Session. 

JULY 11th - JULY 19th—Girls’ 
Camp Session. 

AUGUST 8th - AUGUST 15th— 
First Summer School Session. 

AUGUST 22nd-AUGUST 29th 
—Second Summer School Ses- 
sion. 

SUNDAY, JULY 26th — Moth- 
ers’ Club Bus Trip. 

JULY 24th-JULY 3ist—Open 
Week. Visitors welcome. 

AUGUST ist, 2nd, 3rd—Volun- 
teers’ Week-end. 
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Private Builders House Large Negro Families 


(Continued from Page 1) 
will apply on the down payment 
so that the Orrs, too, can own 
their own home. Financial ar- 
rangements are being handled 
by a finance company which 
does most Vatterot business, but 
after three years FHA will take 
over. Mr. Orr admits that, with 
his salary of $65 a week as a 
porter at the local Chevrolet 
plant, it’s sometimes a squeeze 
to meet house payments and 
support a wife and seven chil- 
dren. But it’s worth it, he says, 
just to have a nice place to live 
in and know that someday it will 
be yours. 

“TOWN AT THE OTHER 

PLACE we were livin’,’”’ he 
said, a big, husky man, given to 
spontaneous laughter, “you come 
out the door and you're right 
on the street. There ain’t no 
room.” 

The “other place” he meant 
is Newstead avenue, with its 
steady traffic of trucks and 
busses, whizzing autos and taxis. 
Like most near-slums, it’s a dis- 
trict of dirty gutters, close-in 
houses and apartments, taverns, 
ratty alleys, and an overflow of 
people—with all the consequent 
problems. What the housing is 
like, the local parish priest de- 
scribed: “One family I know, a 
couple with five children, rent 
one room on the third floor of 
an apartment. They have no 
bath, only a sink in the corner, 
and the toilet is downstairs. 
Seven people living in that one 
room and their Negro landlord 
charges them $60 a month.” It’s 
legal, he explained, because in 
this particular case the building 
had been made into rental units 
before OPA went into effect. 
The priest said that discrimina- 


tion against people with children 
is “generally terrible” through- 
out the neighborhood, and that 
some of the property he has 
seen is “just four brick walls.” 

“Such Economical Houses!” 
THE ORRS WERE A LITTLE 

LUCKIER than most. They 
had three rooms, for which they 
paid $21 a month. Fortunately, 
there was an inside toilet, though 
a wooden sink with a tempera- 
mental faucet (no hot water, of 
course), and an old gas stove 
that cost them $8 a month to 
keep going. Heat, the biggest 
problem, ran $30 a month what 
with oil costs so expensive, 
and at that the heater was 
turned off at night to conserve 
fuel. In their present home, the 
Orrs pay about $19 a month 
both to heat and cook, and the 
gas heater is going all the time 
at an even temperature. “They’re 
such economical houses,” says 
Mrs. Orr happily. 

To Mrs. Orr, a stocky, jolly, 
talkative person, her new home 
means light and sunshine. “At 
Newstead,” she said, “it was just 
like a blackout all the time. Had 
to have the lights burnin’ night 
and day to see what we were 
doin’ in such a dark place.” 
Now, she said, she can never 
get enough sun. “When I picked 
my house, I wanted something 
that faced the sun. This way I 
get it all day, when it comes up 
in the morning and when it 
goes down in the evening,” she 
laughed. 

Yard for Children 
BESIDES THAT, Mrs. Orr likes 
the space, for the children. 
“At Newstead,” she said, “we 
never had any front yard. Here, 
the kids got some place to run, 
to move around in.” She has 


No Discrimination or Segregation in Church 


(Continued from Page 1) 


agreements, and customs. Un- 
doubtedly the federal and state 
courts, supported by wholesome 
public opinion, will in due time 
define where such laws and cus- 
toms are in conflict with the 
American Constitution and way 
of life, but we can help hasten 
the day of complete peaceful ad- 
justment by an ever-increasing 
spirit, in word and action of 
good-will, respect, and sympathy 
towards the Colored people. Pub- 
lic laws, customs of long stand- 
ing, regulations, and agreements 
of institutions and between busi- 
ness interests are obstacles not 
easy to overcome, but we can do 
much to aid this cause of justice 
and charity by making segrega- 
tion disappear in our Catholic 
church life. We have already 
made notable progress by the 
removal of offensive signs that 
limited the use of certain pews 
and by the aggregation of Col- 
ored units with the Metropoli- 
tan, Deanery and Diocesan 
Unions of the Holy Name soci- 
ety, the sodality and the Coun- 
cils of Catholic Men and Women. 
But there still persists in some 
churches the practice of expect- 
ing the Colored to occupy a cer- 
tain section of pews and to wait 
at the end of the line for Holy 
Communion. There may be other 
practices that cause humiliation 
and embarrassment, which 
should be foreign to our reli- 
gious life and considered un- 
worthy of a true spiritual] un- 
derstanding of our Catholic 
faith, 

“Ever mindful, therefore, of 
the basic truth that our Colored 
Catholic brethren share with us 
the same spiritual life and des- 
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same dependence upon the Word 
of God, the participation in the 
Sacraments, especially the Most 
Holy Eucharist, the same need 
of moral and social encourage- 
ment, let there be no further 
discrimination or segregation in 
the pews, at the Communion 
rail, at the confessional and in 
parish meetings, just as there 
will be no segregation in the 
kingdom of heaven. Our Colored 
Catholics are encouraged and 


urged to retain their loyalty and“ 


membership in their special con- 
gregations, but they should not 
be harassed when they attend 
services in any parish church or 
mission, or when they apply for 
membership in parish organiza- 
tions. These observances will 
contribute much to the edifica- 
tion of all who are genuinely in- 
terested in our holy Catholic 
faith and guarantee to all of us 
a greater participation in the 
promise of Christ when He pro- 
claimed from the Mountain of 
the Beatitudes: ‘Blessed are the 
peacemakers, for they shall be 
called children of God.’ 


“As for peace on the world- 
wide basis between the nations, 
we can only contribute the bene- 
fit of our united prayers in 
union with the never ending ef- 
forts of the Vicar of Christ, 
Pop: Pius XII, whom we com- 
mend very especially to your 
prayerful remembrances as he 
enters upon the 15th year of his 
pontificate. May our Divine Sav- 
ior spare him to the Church and 
the world for years to come and 
may all of us merit the blessed- 
ness of peacemakers and chil- 
dren of God, . 

“Faithfully yours in the 
Prince of Peace, 

Joseph F, Rummel, 


Archbishop of New Orleans.” 
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ALL RACES 
In THE FIRE 
OF DIDINE LOVE 


Feast of Pentecost, May 24 ; 


six boys and one girl: Kenneth, 
13; Gerald, 11; Harold, 10; Don 
Julian, 9; Maynard, 7; Stephan 
Rommel, 3; and Shiela Rosanda, 
2. The oldest go to All Souls 
parochial school four blocks 
away, a heavily white parish, 
where, says Mrs. Orr, “they get 
along fine.” Both she and her 
husband agree that everyone in 
the neighborhood, all the white 
people they’ve met with, have 
been “real nice,” and that they 
haven’t had any trouble. 
Neighbors Get Along Fine 
THIS ATTITUDE SUPPORTS 
what Mrs. Joseph McIntyre 
said too. Living around the cor- 
ner from the Orrs, on De Porres 
Lane, she doesn’t know of any 
difficulty since she’s been there. 
She has five girls and two boys, 
the oldest 16 and the youngest 
3. They, too, attend All Souls 
where one of the girls, Jose- 
phine, 15 years old, plays on the 
basketball team. Another daugh- 
ter, eight-year-old Janet Marie, 
has a couple of white friends 
nearby whom she visits and 
often invites to her home. Mrs, 
McIntyre doesn’t expect any 
trouble at all, because, she said, 
“I told my children to be nice 
to them at school and they’ll 
be nice to you.” And they have. 
The MclIntyres lived a few 
blocks from the Orrs in the old 
neighborhood, and for them 
either it isn’t a pleasant mem- 
ory. “It was just like crawling 
into a hole,” said Mrs. MclIn- 
tyre, recalling. “We had a sink 
with running water—when it 
wasn’t stopped up—and an out- 
side toilet.” They rented two 
rooms for $12.50 a month, and 
most of their furniture consisted 
of beds: two tiers of bunk beds 
and a double bed. “All it was 
was beds everywhere,” she said. 
Both Parents Work 
MES: McINTYRE HAS 
FOUND IT necessary to 
work at a local hospital, in the 
children’s ward, while her hus- 
band is on the night shift at a 
brick yard. It’s convenient, she 
says, because that way some- 
body is always home with the 
kids. Her husband earns $62 a 
week, while she makes around 
$57. The financial arrangement 
of their house is the same as 
that of the Orrs. As for any 
preference in houses when she 
picked hers out, Mrs. McIntyre 
said she didn’t have any, except 
that hers was the only one that 
had the walls painted at the 
time. She was proud of that. 
Mrs. McIntyre remembered 
when Oliver Parks came to tell 


Come to Friendship 


House Summer School 
Details on P. 4 
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Jesuit Warns Catholic Men of Race Problem 
T. LOUIS, MISSOURI.—The 33rd Annual Meeting of the National 
Council of Catholic Men-was held this year in St. Louis. Rev. 
Louis Twomey, S. J. addressed the group and warned that “per- 
haps the most serious problem facing the as-of-yet free world is 
the race problem.” Among those participating in the meeting were 
two Archbishops and six Bishops. 


Rhodesias and Nyasaland Federated ; 

ONDON.—The proposed Federation of the three British depend- 

encies of Northern and Southern Rhodesia and Nyasaland was 
approved by the House of Commons on March 23rd. Before the 
federation can be created it must be approved by the legislatures 
of Northern Rhodesia and Nyasaland and by a referendum in 
Southern Rhodesia. On April 9th the new federation was approved 
in a referendum in Southern Rhodesia. If the Federation is com- 
pleted then South Africa remains as the only “official” complete 
white supremacy area on the Continent. 


Interracial Workshop for Teachers Held 
HICAGO, ILL.—The Catholic Interracial Council of Chicago is 
co-sponsoring with Friendship House a Workshop in Human 

Relations for Catholic teachers at Sheil School of Social Studies, 

which started April 11, 1953. The workshop is being held on Satur- 

day mornings for a period of eight weeks. 

Discussion leaders participating in the workshop series will 
include: Father Daniel M. Cantwell, Assistant Chaplain of the 
Catholic Interracial Council; Sister Mary Ellen O’Hanlon, author 
and instructor at Rosary College; Dr. Frank Brown, head of the 
department of economics at DePaul University; Clifford Campbell, 
Director of Dunbar Trade School; Hans Adler, instructor at the 
University of Indiana; Anabelle Prescott, Principal of Cregar High 
School; Father Edward V. Cardinal, Director of Sheil School of 
Social Studies and Thomas J. Crowe, past president of the Catholic 
Interracial Council of Chicago. 

The main emphasis of the Workshop in Human Relations will 
be: How can one adopt the best methods of an intelligent human 
relations program to the classroom? Lectures will be absent in 
the sessions. The Workshop will deal with such subjects as: What 
is Human Relations? What leads to hate and prejudice? Facts and 
fiction about race? What is meant by discrimination? What has 
been done about hate and fictions about race? How do such prob- 
lems present themselves in the classroom? What are some tech- 
niques for developing a program of harmonious group living? 


Interracial Essay and Poster Contest Held 
HICAGO, ILL.—Father Stanley C. Stoga, Assistant Superintend- 
ent of the Archdiocese of Chicago School Board, will make the 

presentation of awards to winners of the 1953 Essay and Poster 

Contest sponsored by the Catholic Interracial Council. 

Winners of the 1953 Essay and Poster Contest sponsored by 
the Catholic Interracial Council will receive their awards and cash 
prizes at the organization’s Annual Communion Breakfast, to be 
held on May 24 at the Blackstone Hotel, Chicago. 

Radio Station WBEZ presented a dramatic broadcast of the 
1952 Essay and Poster Contest of the Catholic Interracial Council 
on April 8 at 1:00 p.m. The broadcast followed a high school 
sophomore through the time she enters the Council’s essay and 
poster contest, wins it to receive first prize, and reads a portion 
of her prize-winning essay over a national radio hook-up. Narra- 
tion during the broadcast brought in the work of the Council, the 
spiritual motivation upon which it is based and the men and women 
in all walks of life who are a part of it. 

Such contests are being held by Catholic Interracial Councils 
in other cities. 

Army Post Schools Stop Segregating 
ASHINGTON, D. C.—It has been announced by the White 
House that there will be no more segregation in schools oper- 

ated by the Army on army posts. At the present time the only 

Army post school not integrated is at Fort Benning, Georgia. Gov. 

Talmadge’s comment about the new policy was that President 

Eisenhower had made a “great mistake.” 


—_—_—————————— 
her the good news that her fam- (St. Louis Urban League records 
ily had been accepted. The Mc- show that out of 75,000 units 
Intyres, like the Orrs, knew built by private contractors in 
they’d been recommended (by the past five years, 35 units were 
their parish priest), and that for Negroes), Oliver Parks and 
their credit reference was being Charles Vatterot have set an in- 
investigated. They’d been inter- spiring example. It speaks well 


viewed some time before, she 
said, and she’d nearly forgotten 
all about it, when suddenly there 
came Mr. Parks. “I was ironing 
when he knocked on the door,” 
she said, “and I was so embar- 
rassed because the place was 
full of my ironing and the beds, 
and all. He could hardly get in- 
side the room. My husband and 
I went out on Easter Sunday 
and picked out our house.” 


ARE THEY GRATEFUL? The 

McIntyres and the Orrs 
don’t have to say it, they show 
it, just by being happy in their 
new homes, Mr, Orr says that 
the Parks-Vatterot team “sure 
has done a lot for the Negro 
people,” and he’s amazed that 
they should be doing this for 
“people they don’t even know.” 
Considering the indifference 
among private builders in pro- 
viding housing for the colored 


of both, as business men and as 
Catholic laymen; already, re- 
ports are that with the success 
of this venture, additional 
ground may be bought and the 
experiment repeated. 
Plenty of Playmates 

Besides providing fresh air, 
safe streets, breathing space, 
and clean living conditions, De 
Porres subdivision, as Mrs. Har- 
old Orr explained it, has done 
one other thing: made plenty of 
playmates for children. “Why,” 
said Mrs. Orr, “there’s five kids 
in that house over there, six in 
that one, and ten in that one. 
I don’t think there’s a house 
around here, maybe one or two, 
without kids.’”’ She looked around 
at the screaming, yelling troop 
chasing all over, with two-year- 
old Sheila Orr directly in the 
middle. “Man,” she laughed, 
“you have to like ’em if you 
live on this street.” 
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Mary Leads Us to Christ 


THE PATH OF MARY, writ- 
ten by Mother Mary Potter, pub- 
lished by The Little Company of 
Mary, Chicago, Illinois. 

T THE TIME OF THE PAS- 

SION of Our Lord who were 
the faithful ones who trusted and 
adored Him until the very end? 
They were the ones who re- 
mained in the company of Mary. 
On the Cross Our Lord pro- 
claimed that ‘Mary is Our Moth- 
er. How can we show devotion 
to Our Mother in heaven and 
remain always in her company? 
- The author of this little book 
answers those questions by urg- 
ing that we show Mary the 
SAME DEVOTION that Our 
Lord Himself showed her, that 
we be born again by her, that 
we consecrate our lives to her. 
We can be born again of Mary 
by repeating our Baptismal vows 
and adding another vow—in 
which we offer our body and 
soul, earthly and spiritual pos- 
sessions to Mary. After this 
“new birth” we will be ready to 
advance in the Path of Mary, 
which is a spiritual path, lea@- 
ing to Christ. 

We should depend on Mary 
and be influenced by her just as 
a child is influenced by its moth- 
er. We should turn to Mary 
with the “Talent” God has giv- 
en us and trust her to show us 
how to use it. 

The -nourishment for those 
who travel the path of Mary 
is the Blessed Sacrament. Those 
who live in union with Mary 
think constantly of Jesus and 
receive their spiritual strength 
through His Body and Blood. 
Mary teaches her children how 
to glorify God. When we ap- 
proach Jesus through Mary we 
are approaching Him with hu- 
mility and Jesus is best glori- 


fied by the humble of heart. 
Mary is not only the mother 
of creation, she is its Queen. 
Before entering the Path of 
Mary we should spend about 
four weeks in preparation, by 
Prayer and Holy Communion. 
There is a daily Act of Conse- 
cration which is to be said. 
The author of this book was 
the Foundress of the Little 
Company of Mary. Her book is 
really an exposition on the sys- 
tem of True Devotion to The 
Blessed Virgin which was advo- 
cated by Venerable Grignon de 


‘Montfort. Mother Potter wrote 


with great foresight in 1878 
when she said “the Church ap- 
pears to have entered upon the 
time when she mystically repre- 
sents the Passion of Our Lord 
and her members are unusually 
afflicted and tried.” Perhaps 
she foresaw the persecutions 
which the Church endures today 
from totalitarian governments. 
The concluding chapter is 
called “Letter to the Children 
of Mary.” Here it is pointed out 
that Mary wants all of us to 
love her, she loves all of us, 
layman and priest, nun and wife. 
We can all be united in the love 
of Mary—regardless of our 
state of life. Writing of those 
who are united in their love of 
Mary, the author says “We will 
love ALL, dear Lord, we will 
wish well to ALL, we will never 
allow ourselves any thought, 
word or deed to the prejudice 
of any one for we would not 
hurt Thee, Jesus, and Thou hast 
put Thyself in the place of our 
neighbor to us. If we wound 
him we shall wound Thee.” 
Anyone who has a special de- 
votion to Our Mother and who 
wants to love her Son with hu- 
mility and because of Him, love 


Cardinal Asks Action for New World 


THE CHURCH TODAY, by 
Emmanuel Cardinal Suhard — 
Fides Press, $4.75—400 pp. 
THE CATHOLIC BOOK CLUB 

has just announced the selec- 
tion of The Church Today by 
Emmanual Cardinal Suhard as 
its July Book-of-the-Month 
choice. The book will contain 
a collection of seven pastoral 
letters by the late Archbishop 
of Paris, who had such an im- 
portant influence on the modern- 
day Christian Revival in Europe. 

Setting forth the Catholic 
teaching on such vital subjects 
as Catholic Action, the Parish 
Community, the Family, Private 
Property, the Church, the Mean- 
ing of God, and the Priesthood, 
Cardinal Suhard issued his pas- 
torals during and after World 
War II. The Most Rev. John 
J. Wright, D. D., Bishop of 
Worcester, Massachusetts, will 
contribute the Foreword. 

The Church Today points up 
the basic crises which face 
Christianity today. Cardinal Su- 
hard reveals his deep concern 
with the loss of the working 
class from Christ, the immor- 
ality of free love in various 
statist ideologies, the excesses 
of modern Capitalism, the ma- 
terialism of Marxism, the prob- 
lem of anti-clericalism, and the 
practical atheism manifest to- 
day. 

T° COUNTERACT DECHRIS- 

TIANIZATION, he calls for 
a missionary activity on the 
part of Christians, Catholic Ac- 
tion movements among workers, 
students, families, a liturgy less 
routine and mechanical, more 
communitarian. forms of wor- 
ship, a catechism more adapted 
to life, a general reform of eco- 
nomic and political structures, 








Cardinal Suhard 


He sees a new age being born, 
and he wants Christians to help 
give it form. 

Joseph Vilimas, Jr., Sales Di- 
rector of Fides, announced that 
although the book will not be 
released until May 1, the first 
press run has already sold out 
in advance. The book contains 
photographs of Suhard, his spir- 
itual Diary, and a biographical 
portrait. 

Born in 1874, Emmanuel Car- 
dinal Suhard received the Car- 
dinalate in 1940 when he suc- 
ceeded Cardinal Verdier as 
Archbishop of Paris. During the 
resistance movement in France, 
he protected the underground 
Catholic Action movements and 
the newspaper, Temoignage 
Chretien. He risked his life in- 
terceding for Jews, hostages, 
and deportees. 

Three of his pastoral letters, 
“Growth or Decline?” “The 
Meaning of God,” and “Priests 
Among Men,” which have al- 
ready enjoyed a widespread cir- 
culation in this country, are 
included in the collection, in a 
new translation. 


Our Lady of 
Good Counsel 





Carl Merschel 


their neighbor, will find inspira- 
tion in reading this book. It is 
very good reading for the month 
of May, which beautiful month 
we devote to Our Mother in 
Heaven. 

By Virginia Rohr Rowland 


Church in China 
Being Tested 


GOD’S UNDERGROUND IN 
ASIA, by Gretta Palmer, Apple- 
ton-Century-Crofts, $3.75. 376 
pages. 

THE AUTHOR, HAVING 

WRITTEN up a couple of 
years ago the somewhat curious 
story of “Professor George” un- 
der the title “God’s Under- 
ground,” now presents a further 
volume under the somewhat sim- 
ilar title, which choice one re- 
grets for two reasons. First, 
that the two volumes are not 
connected and therefore are not 
treating of ‘“‘God’s Underground” 
in the same sense. Secondly, 
that there is here no question 
at all of Asia, but only of China. 
However, as is only too probable 
in our commercialized existence, 
the choice of title is more likely 
to have been the publishers’ 
than the author’s. 

In fact, the book describes the 
persecution of the Church in 
China under the Communist re- 
gime. It is a colorful presenta- 
tion of all the facts and stories 
that have oozed out from behind 
the Iron Curtain and have been 
published in the last few years 
in the missionary press and by 
news agencies such as FIDES. 
It is a powerful collection, ar- 
ranged for the general reader 
and one only wishes that this 
reader would include many non- 
Catholics. 

LENTY OF ATROCITIES, of 

course, there are to tell of. 
Such chapter headings as “The 
Earliest Onslaught,” “Years of 
Terror,” “The Meaning of House 
Arrest,” “Inside Chinese Pris- 
ons,” “The Suffering Sisters of 
China,” “Nuns as Murderers” 
announce clearly enough what 
to expect. But there are other 
chapters as well which rather 
tell of the magnificent resistance 
made by the indigenous Church 
in China—‘Chinese Youth Re- 
sists,” “Chinese Laity Resists,” 
“Chinese Laity Grows in Grace,” 
“Chinese Priests Go Under- 
ground,” 

Now, when all foreign mis- 
sionaries have gone, when no 
aid from the outside can enter 
and Chinese priests and bishops 
have been stripped of all their 
possessions, they are forced to 
earn a living by hard manual 
labor and can only devote their 
“leisure” time to their proper 
priestly work. Even then it can 
be done only surreptitiously, 
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How Modern Woman Got That Way 


WOMAN TODAY by John 
Fitzsimons. Sheed and Ward, 
$2.50. 

HERE IS A BOOK which 

deals with the dilemna of a 
modern woman. The picture 
shows what she used to be, what 
she is now, -and how she “got 
that way.” Most important of 
all, is the description of woman 
as a woman: her characteristics, 
her virtues, her possible faults, 
and her potentialities. 


Father Fitzsimons has worked 
with the girls’ division of the 
YCW in both England and 
Wales. Besides this personal 
contact, he has conducted ex- 
tensive research. For the most 
part, the book gives a picture 
of the present day woman in 
England, but’ enough informa- 
tion is brought into the book to 
show that like situations are 
prevalent in the United States. 


Women in Factories 

The story of Woman Today 
first traces the change of wom- 
an’s status. The story starts in 
the Middle Ages, when she was 
an integral part of the home, 
whether married or single. As 
soon as the Industrial Revolu- 
tion started, there was no time 
for the home accomplishments, 
or the contacts with the family, 
both of which had given woman 
a sense of security and impor- 
tance. Working for twelve hours 
a day destroyed the family 
unity in more ways than one. 
Education stepped in, and when 
the woman was able to spend 
more time at home after labor 
legislation cut down the number 
of working hours, the children 
were away, ever more progres- 
sively, at schools. 


Not Inferior to Man 
WHILE SOME OF THE WO- 

MEN were working in the 
factories, another group of wo- 
men were sitting idly at home, 
maintaining their “position.” 
From this middle-class of wo- 
men originated the feminist 
movement. Long and bitterly, 
the battle was fought to provide 
equal rights for women. Based 
on the theory that men and 
women are mathematically 
equal, that they should have the 
same political and social rights, 
that they should have the same 
education, and that they should 
have the same work opportu- 
nities, Father Fitzsimons shows 
that though these goals have 
been greatly achieved, yet the 
thinking woman is not satisfied. 
A yearly vote, or a college de- 
gree or even earning and spend- 
ing her own money is not very 
satisfactory on a day to day liv- 
ing basis. Woman is not meant 
to be a sexless creature. Wom- 
Se 
often at night. This is the test- 
ing time, when dross is sep- 
arated from precious metal by 


.fire. On the whole one can only 


be dumbfounded into admira- 
tion for the steadfastness with 
which the Catholic people of 
China, clergy and laity, witness 
to the faith. 
EXAMPLES OF THE HERO- 
IC VIRTUE of the martyrs 
abound. “The biggest news 
story in the world today,” said 
Bishop Sheen whom the author 
quotes on page 97, “is the stub- 
born fidelity of the Chinese 
priests and people ... from ev- 
ery part of China comes the 
(Continued on Page 8) 


an has been made for service, 
for motherhood whether phys- 
ical or spiritual. This is not to 
be taken that she has nothing 
to offer in the working world. 
Far from it. She has a definite 
part to play, in that she sees 
things in a different light, and 
has contributions to make that 
man has not. She is not to be 
considered as inferior to man, 
but only different. 

THE NEED OF WOMAN FOR 

LOVE, and for her sense of 
belonging is strikingly evident 
through this book. Tracing 
through the emotional differ- 
ences of men and women, the 
reader is brought face to face 
with the reasons why woman is 
as she is. Whether she tries to 
change herself, or whether the 
society tries to change her, she 
can’t help but find herself, phys- 
ically, psychologically, and emo- 
tionally different from a man. 
But, since, God formed her from 
a rib, which is taken from the 
side of man, and not from a 
bone from either the head or 
foot, it is to be taken that she 
was meant to be the equal of 
man. Father Fitzsimons states 
that she is to be the heart, 
while the man is to be the head, 
of the home. Exactly how this 
pertains to the working girl, her 
relationships within the office, 
her needs in regard to working 
conditions, and what may be ex- 
pected in regard to intellectual 
capacities, all makes for very 
interesting reading. This is a 
book which tells of how women 
have reacted to the present age. 
It relates of how there has been 
an amazing decline in the ac- 
ceptance of responsibilities. The 
statistics are good. The book 
shows graphically how woman, 
by a false sense of materialism, 
can either rise to extreme 
heights or can sink to the low- 
est depths, through her concept 
of rights and _ responsibilities. 
When women become lax in 
their moral standards, not only 
they, but their families, collapse. 
The author bases his hope of 
the future on the various apos- 
tolic movements that are aris- 
ing among young people. He 
believes that they have the best 
chance to demand and expect 
their members to foster once 
again, a return to modesty, pur- 
ity and chastity. With a raising 
of sex to its God-given place, 
woman will gain her true place 
in society. 

While this book could start 
out as a study, it becomes pro- 
gressively easier to read. Any 
person interested in the situa- 
tion today could not but profit 
by reading it in its entirety. 
Without doubt the reader will 
finish with a deeper sense of the 
challenge to woman today. This 
is a challenge to bring her mind 
and abilities into play and es- 
tablish the position that will 
give her the greatest satisfac- 
tion in the world. A combina- 
tion is to be sought which will 
give the professional woman a 
chance to be domestic, and the 
domestic woman a chance to ex- 
ercise the mental, cultural and 
educational opportunities that 
emancipation has earned. All 
women, whether married or not, 
have something to contribute. 
They should achieve a real sense 
of their importance through a 
reading of this presentation. 

—Audrey V. Zaworski 
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$300 Bonus for $100 a Month Apartment 
Harlem DP's Need Homes Desperately 


ACH DAY WE SEE GRIM- 

MER ASPECTS of the cost 
of living of poor people. So 
much time and energy spent, so 
much waste motion—the large 
turmoil we see is concerned with 
housing, an issue that daily as- 
sumes more of a “snake-pit” 
atmosphere. Beginning next door 
to Friendship House library, the 
people in this middle-income 
project area are to be evacuated 
by June 15. There are well over 
three hundred families and in- 
dividuals who do not qualify for 
the housing projects. 


Almost NO housing is avail- 

able in the whole city, and 
fewer than one in one hundred 
apartments are open in the Har- 
lem area. Then there are so 
many people looking at the same 
time for living quarters. The de- 
velopers of the Godfrey Nourse 
Project have urged tenants 
(whom they are legally required 
to place) to find housing for 
themselves. Prices are rising due 
to the strict need, and many 
must pay a bonus in addition to 
rent. One woman has paid $300 


and contracted to a $100 per 
month rental for an apartment 
she found; formerly she paid 
$31 monthly. People walk along 
the streets searching for vacan- 
cies; many have asked us and 
bring in questions of great com- 
plexity, for the supply is way 
under the demand. 
E BEAR IN MIND that the 
developers are in a difficult 
position, but we insist that the 
relocation of present site tenants 
is more important than the erec- 
tion of the new buildings. So 
we'd beg anyone who knows of 
a house, apartment or room in 
any area where a Negro family 
or individual could live (with- 
out being exposed to unChris- 
tian prejudice, if possible) to let 
us know of vacancies. This is a 
way in which Christ extends 
Himself through history: He is 
in the persons who now need a 
room in the inn and a place to 
lay their heads. So, phone or 
write us please; or it may be 
that a club or parish group to 
which you belong would see this 
need and take on a project of 
searching out living space. 


Church in China Being Tested 


(Continued from Puge 7) 


same glowing story of heroism, 
accounts that read like the 
Acts of the Apostles, another 
miracle of grace.” China has 
had its “rice-Christians’” in the 
days when the foreign mission- 
ary through his consul could 
protect his flock against their 
own government and used to 
dole out largesse to them. Those 
days are gone and past. To be 
a Christian today brings only 
vilification, destitution and suf- 
fering. To be a Christian today 
means to be a lover of the Cross 
and nothing else besides. In 
fact, to be a Christian in China 
today means—to be a Christian. 

HE CHINESE PRIESTS, hav- 

ing lost all they own, are the 
envy of none. Their dedication 
to the apostolate is complete, 
lacking only the sacrifice of their 
lives. “How can we be down- 
cast,” writes one of them (p.125) 
“witnessing the fervor of our 
Catholics. We can only be hum- 
bled and grateful. Now that we 
have nothing, we have the real 
life. What first appeared as an 
unmixed tribulation has taught 
us the real meaning of our vo- 
cation.” Former Inter-nuncio, 
Monsignor Riberi, adds, “If this 
persecution ends within five 
more years it will have been the 


finest thing possible for the 
Church in China.” (P. 366). 


What wonder is it that this 
spectacle is even making con- 
verts in the midst of such per- 
secution? Quite generally it 
makes people think that there 
must be something in this re- 
ligion after all if the Commu- 
nists hate it quite as much as 
they do. We mean the general 
run of Chinese who have not 
been swept off their feet by the 
millenarian gospel according to 
Marx and, even more so, those 
who are feeling liké the morn- 
ing after the night before as 
disillusionment sets in, slowly 
but surely. 

The great agrarian revolution 
of a century ago, the T’aiping 
(“Great Peace’’), was caused by 
the fermenting of Christian 
ideas. How much more can one 
hope now that, even if only in 
another generation, there will 
arise in China leaders, Christian 
leaders, who will help the great 
mass of misguided and terror- 
ized people to overthrow its 
present tyrants and make pos- 
sible the establishment in truth 
of a real “Great Peace.” 

H. C. E. Zacharias, Ph.D. 

(Dr. Zacharias was from 1936 
to 1949 professor at the Cath- 
olic University of Peking.) 


FH Friends Put Ideas to Work 


(Continued from Page 5) 
Illinois Equal Job Opportunities 
Law, or to do the numberless 
daily tasks that F. H. expects 
seemed in this split second em- 
inently less difficult, than to ex- 
plain myself and our work to 
that indeterminate audience of 
North Dakota and Minnesota 
farmers and townsfolk that 
might be listening in. For how 
does one go about explaining 
to people who in general are 
satisfied with themselves and 


their relationships to others, the 
way of God, and the ways of 
weak, human men trying to do 
His work. 

But I knew what I wanted to 
say. I wanted to put across to 
the unseen Fargo audience, the 
warmth of the Christian soci- 
ety for which Friendship House 
is working. I was anxious to 
show the connection between a 
Christian conscience and our 
relations with people who live 
on the wrong side of the tracks, 


D. C. Quiet As Supreme Court Decides 


By James Guinan 

THIS MAY BE OLD and stale 

by May second, or it may re- 
tain a note of freshness through 
the middle of June. All depends 
on Supreme Court action or in- 
action during that period. It is 
a description of the quiet which 
in all likelihood will continue to 
reign on the interracial front in 
the District of Columbia until 
the highest court in our land 
chooses to announce its decision 
on two cases which may carry 
the colored population of our 
nation’s capital several steps up 
the ladder toward first class citi- 
zenship. A favorable decision in 
the Thompson Restaurant case 
and the case involving the Dis- 
trict’s segregated school system 
will lead directly to an integra- 
tion of the District’s schools and 
an end of legally protected dis- 
crimination in any public eating 
place in the District. Indirectly, 
it will end discrimination in pub- 
lic recreation and be a tremen- 
dous impetus toward bringing 
about fair employment practice 
as well as justice for all in such 
vital areas as medical care and 
hospitalization. 
‘THERE IS GOOD REASON 

TO BE OPTIMISTIC regard- 
ing both decisions. The Thomp- 
son case was lost by a majority 
of only one in the Court of Ap- 
peals. Since then Attorney Gen- 
eral Brownell, with the undoubt- 
ed support of President Eisen- 
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Moving Sister Out of Waves’ Barracks 


hower, has intervened as a 
“friend of the court” with an 
argument in favor of the late 
nineteenth century law against 
discrimination which will most 
likely have considerable weight 
with our Justices. Many who 
have followed the school cases 
recently argued before the Su- 
preme Court are somewhat 
doubtful whether or not the 
Court will decide the cases on 
a principle which would rule out 
segregation wherever it exists 
in school systems throughout 


the nation, but are optimistic ° 


regarding the specific case in- 
volving District schools. They 
are confident the District case 
will be won on its own merits, 
with the result of a termination 
of segregation in the District 
schools. This confidence is en- 
hanced by the Board of Educa- 
tion’s request to all interested 
groups in the city to send them 
suggestions regarding techniques 
of integration and educational 
preparation necessary for inte- 
gration. This request would 
never have been made unless the 
Board of Education felt that the 
Supreme Court might very well 
make integration necessary; and 
the request itself may have a 
favorable psychological effect on 
the Supreme Court in case any 
of the Justices might have been 
worried about how the District 
would react to a decision ne- 





Two pairs of willing hands help Sister Mercedes in the task 


of.moving household equipment from the former WAVES barracks 
at the Houma Navy Base to temporary quarters in St. Lucy’s 
School. $20,000 is need for a convent for the eleven Presentation 
Sisters who staff the elementary and high school there. Left to 
right, Dianne Williams, MacArthur Cook, and Sr. M. Mercedes, R.P. 
(Courtesy of the Houma Courier, Houma, La. 


or have a color that is not ex- 
actly popular. It seemed that 
I should try to pinpoint the re- 
sponsibility of Fargo citizens to 
the Mexican migratory workers 
who come each year for work 
on North Dakota farms. To do 
this, I hoped to use the simple, 
dramatic story of Friendship 
House as a starting point. 
The interviewer was helpful. 
We dwelt at length on the chil- 
dren’s program, the giving out 
of clothing, the work for fair 
employment laws. The fact that 


the staff works without salary 
came in for discussion — and 
probably many a listener was 
impressed with ordinary people 
who are willing to give of them- 
selves to help others. But I 
doubt if back of it, the joy and 
the real strength of poverty in 
a world gone materialistic was 
glimpsed. Or if even one person 
realized that the attempt at liv- 
ing in real poverty to come 
closer to Christ; the bringing of 
a world closer to Him, and the 
solution of the racial problems 
all go together. 


cessitating integration of the 
schools. 
Many Activities 

HE WASHINGTON QUIET 

does not result in inactivity 
in groups working for interra- 
cial justice. It is not that they 
are now directing their attention 
exclusively to the current Cher- 
ry Blossom festivities and the 
beauties of Washington in 
Spring. It is more a note of 
calm and confidence that the 
pending Supreme Court decisiong 
have brought to these activities. 
Major victories are both hoped 
for and expected, and a good 
deal of the activity is in prepa- 
ration for gathering the fruits 
of these victories. A _ report 
signed by religious and civic 
groups throughout the Distriot 
will shortly be submitted to 
President Eisenhower indicating 
the action he can take in vari- 
ous areas to implement his 
promise to do all in his power 
to end segregation in the na- 
tion’s capital. A committee is 
continuously at work on the 
problem of preparing teachers 
for the integration of the 
schools. The Society of Friends 
is engaged in research on the 
question of discrimination in 
public accommodations. Their ef- 
forts will be of considerable 
value whichever way the Thomp- 
son decision goes. The Catholic 
Interracial Council continues its 
effective weekly radio program 
with its messages of justice and 
love. St. Peter Claver Center is 
presently concentrating on the 
problem of discrimination in hos- 
pitals. But all the organizations 
are intensely interested in the 
outcome of the Supreme Court 
decisions, realizing what great 
weight they will have in almost 
every field of discrimination. 


Man’s Welfare Above Profit 

MEANWHILE, ON THE EVE 

of what might very well 
prove a major victory, it is per- 
haps good to survey areas that 
have yet to be won. Time and 
time again the biggest problem 
that confronts a group attempt- 
ing to persuade an _ establish- 
ment voluntarily to stop dis- 
criminating is convincing” the 
establishment that non-discrimi- 
nation will not result in loss of 
profit. Even where little element 
of personal prejudice can be de- 
tected, the profit motive is much 
stronger than the desire to be 
just to their fellow man. Laws 
can accomplish a great deal for 
social justice, and it is our duty 
to work strenuously in this area, 
but, as our Holy Father indi- 
cates, the major problems of our 
day will not be happily solved 
without a change in men’s 
hearts. A truly just social order 
will necessitate a different ori- 
entation in the coming genera- 
tion. If we are truly interested 
in a Christian social order we 
can lead the way if in our homes 
and in our schools we educate 
our children always to place the 
true welfare of their fellow man 
above personal profit. And we 
can teach this principle effec- 
tively only at the cost of rigidly 
adhering to it in our own lives. 





Friendship House Staffworker Life Explained 

the convent, monastery, or priesthood; 
one to another lay apostolate. For the 
staff worker, his vocation consists in 
staying inside that room, and leaving 
the opening of one of those doors up to 


(Continued from Page 3) 


not lightly relinquished, that any change 
is entered upon only when it, too, is 


seen to be God’s will. 


What dedication means to a staff 
worker's attitudes is described aptly by 


Catherine de Hueck Doherty: 


“Being in Friendship House is like 
finding one’s self inside a room with 
many doors. The doors are all closed. 
One door leads back to the old job; one 
to a new job; one to marriage; one to 


the Holy Spirit.” 


From the beginning, Friendship House 
and a staff worker enter into a relation- 
ship of love and trust towards each 
other. Neither side breaks off this rela- 
tionship except for serious reasons and 
then only after sufficient notice. For a 


least a week. 


ship House. 


staff worker “sufficient notice” means at 
least a month; for a staff worker still 
in the probationary period it means at 


Do staff workers take vows? 

Vows are not required in Friendship 
House. However, by the very act of 
joining the staff, staff workers accept 
life among the poor and under obedience 
to the spirit and constitution of Friend- 


What does the spirit of poverty mean in 
Friendship House? 
It means, first of all, that staff work- 


God, 


ers agree to work without a salary. But 
this is only a step toward the goal. The 
goal is a love for being poor and for 
being dependent on the Providence of 


Because Friendship House has no reg- 
ular income or means of support, staff 
workers trust the personal care of God 
for their own necessities and for the 


material goods which they need for their 





work, “God does provide” is Friendship 
House’s charter, 


(To be continued next month) 
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